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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK / WHAKATAUKĪ 
“Experience is the name everyone gives to their 
mistakes” Oscar Wilde 
 
DATES TO NOTE 

14th August Otukou Marae Trip 

20th August Assembly 2:15 

23rd August Mountain Schools Cross Country 

26th-30th 
August 

Ski Camp 

4th Sept. Year 5-8 Rippa Tournament 

6th Sept. Interschool Cross Country 

10th Sept. Interschool Kids’ Quiz Competition 

12th Sept. 
Dress What You Want to Be Day 

School Board Hui 7pm 

13th Sept. 
Y5- Y8 Rippa Tournament 

Disco 

19th Sept. Tuwharetoa Taiopenga 

20th Sept. Mountain Schools Softball Tourn. 

24th Sept. Assembly 

27th Sept. Last Day of Term Three, Mufti 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Ski Camp Update 
Unfortunately, the snow has still not arrived at 
Tukino. We continue to hope that it does, with a 
final decision on whether we will proceed or 
cancel will be made this coming Monday, the 19th 

of August. If we cancel, we will be having school 
as per normal that week.  
Please note that we cannot organise any 
replacement ski trips to Whakapapa this year as 
these must have been booked in May. 
 
CLASSROOM KŌRERO –Rimu 
Olympian Research Study 
By Tilia Brewer and Piata Smith 
 ¨Nobody can be responsible for your happiness¨ 
David Nyika. ¨I am proud to be who I am¨ Portia 
Woodman. To physically be able to do things I 
can do is really special, I want to keep doing it for 

as long as I can do it¨ 8-time gold medallist Lisa 
Carrington. These are wise words spoken by just 
a couple of our amazing Kiwi Olympic Athletes. 
Over the last couple of weeks, the senior class 
have been doing research about our favourite 
kiwi Olympian. We all studied different people 
like…Zoe Hobbs, Jazime Hotham, Sarah Hirene 
and Shiray Kaka. We all had to fill in a sheet of 
questions about our athlete to ensure we 
covered all the basics but then we had to dig a 
little deeper. We researched where they were 
born, their whanau, their age, what inspired 
them to take up their chosen code (type of sport) 
and of course what sport they play. We all loved 
doing this research topic and finding information 
about our athletes, their drive, their passion and 
their life experiences.  

 
Rimu class’s Olympic pictographs 

The Taumarunui Mud Run  
By Freida Hoban and Gin Schormair 
Last Friday, about half of the school went to 
Tuhua Domain to participate in the Taumarunui 
Mud Run. When we got there, it was so foggy and 
cold we had goosebumps all over our body. Lots 
of us didn't want to do it because it was 
FREEZING, but when the races started it had 
warmed up a bit and we all felt fresher. The first 
race was the year 1 and 2 boys. Sheeran, Kotuku 
and Jackson did really well and got super muddy. 
The races rolled on throughout the day, 
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Owhango School won a few races and enjoyed 
every minute of it. Finally, it was our race! The 
senior girls! We waited impatiently in the hot 
sunshine. All year 7 and 8 girls lined up which 
included Gin, Chanae, Tilly, Me and 
approximately 15 other girls from other schools. 
Suddenly the race began. We sped through 
paddocks, crawled under sheep yards, slid down 
waterslides, swam through mud which was 
soooo fun!!!!! We got really muddy and couldn't 
see any of our skin. We all raced up the hill to 
where more obstacles lay. We crawled through 
the dark tunnels and ran toward the finish as fast 
as we could.  

 
Does Gin keep her white sweatshirt clean? 

 
Next was the team race. Our team was made up 
of Tilly, Chanae, Ollie, and Freida. One of the year 
3/4 teams came first in their race! Well done, 
Haylee, Nico, Ainsley and Daithi Og. The year 5/6 
team came second which was a hard race too. 
Our most favourite part of the day was the 
adults’ race, where a few years 7 and 8 students 
joined in too to make up numbers in the team. I 
think I enjoyed that part the most because we 
lovingly chucked mud at all the parents. Well 
done to all those that braved the mud and had 
lots of fun!  

 
Jesse and Dale fight it out in the adult race 

OTUKOU MARAE TRIP 
This is on today. We will report on it in next 
week’s Pānui. 
 
HOT LUNCH THURSDAYS 
Thanks for the excellent response to our Hot 
Lunch Thursdays, last week. Please remember 
that if you want to run an I.O.U. tab, you need to 
fill in the form in last week’s Pānui. 
 
PTA HOT LUNCH THURSDAY MENU 

Pies $4  
Sausage Rolls $4 

Hot Dogs $4 
Milo $1 bring your own named cup.  

Burgers $6 (limited time until sold out) 
 
MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY  
On Friday 23rd August the whole school will be 
travelling to Kaitieke School to participate in the 
Mountain Schools Cross Country race day.  
We will be departing from school just after 9am 
and return about 2pm. 
The students need to bring: 

• suitable footwear - no bare feet allowed, 
due to the odd bit of thistle/blackberry 
and some gravel.   

• A large, healthy lunch or lunch money  

• A drink bottle with water only in it.  

• They will be issued with a school sports 
uniform to wear. Please bring WARM 
clothing for after their races as it will be 
cold.  

We need some cars to assist with transport to 
this event and will be using one of Ōwhango 
Adventures buses for any remaining children. 
You are welcome to join us for the day to cheer 
on the runners.  
Please return the permission slip at the bottom 
of the Pānui by this Friday so planning can 
proceed.  
This is a compulsory event for the whole school 
as part of their P.E. programme; they have been 
training for this since the beginning of term 
three. We do allow the kids to participate at their 
own skill level, so if that means a lot of walking, 
or not completing the full course, then so be it. 
 
 
 



 

 

TOUGH KIDZ MUD RUN 
We had a good turnout with about half of the 
school participate in Friday’s event. Thanks to the 
adults who came along and supported our kids. 
We are waiting for the official results from the 
day, but unofficially we celebrate Ainsley for 
getting first in the year 1-2 girls race, and another 
first for the year 3-4 team- Daithi, Nico, Ainsley 
and Haylee; and the year 5-6 team for getting 
second- Jack, Monty, Poppy and Jonny. See the 
photos below. Sorry if we have missed any 
results, we will add them in next week after we 
get the official results in. See some photos from 
the day below. 

 
Kotuku in the mud 

 
Ainsley almost needed a photo finish to see if 

she won her race 

 
Sheeran emerges from the net 

 
Monty and Mason on the water slide 

 
Keira isn’t afraid of the mud 

 
Kaelyis-Rae in the sheep pen 

 
Jonny, Monty, Poppy and Jack in the team race 



 

 

 
Haylee, Ainsley, Daithi and Nico work well as a 

team 

 
Oliver, Chanae, Tilly and Freida do the team 

slide 

 
Jonny slides in style 

 
Tilly goes around the bend 

 
Beau is all smiles 

 
Clean before the race 

 
Poppy showing her great running stance 

 
ASSEMBLY 
You are all welcome to come to our school 
assembly on Tuesday next week, hosted by Rimu 
class. It will be in their room and starts at 2:15. 

 
 

Extra-Curricular Sports Notices 



 

 

TAUMARUNUI JUNIOR SOCCER 
Friday 16th August 4pm Ōwhango Juniors 
(Yr3/4/5) vs TPS Cubs 
4.30pm Ōwhango Seniors (Yr 6/7/8) vs St Pats 
Tigers 
 
TAUMARUNUI JUNIOR BASKETBALL 
Monday 19th Aug 5:00pm Manunui Moa vs 
Owhango   
Tuesday 20th Aug Year 5/6 Mini Dunkerz   
3:45pm Owhango vs TPS Kakapo    

 
Community Notices 

None this week. 
 
PAYING BY INTERNET BANKING DETAILS: 
Ōwhango School: Uniform / stationery / sport 
fees pay to 03 0426 0141783 00 
PTA: Fundraisers 030 426 0156205 00 

2024 REMAINING TERM DATES 
Term Three- 22nd July to 27th September 
Term Four- 14th October to 18th December 
Teacher Only Day- 25th November 
 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR: 

Duffy Books in Schools: W & C O’Donnell, Doyle 
Valuations, Ōwhango Motors, S & M Ashcroft 
Partnership, Tania and Mark Bramley. 
Firewood- The Petersen’s 
Fern Energy Fuel for Schools Scheme   
Hellers- Free sausages 
Blue Hill Café – Netball sponsorship 
Ōwhango Adventures: Free bus use for trips 
PTA Fundraiser- New World, Silver Fern Farms, 
North Fuels, Balle Brothers 
Silver Fern Farms- Free schnitzel 
Veolia- Free truck and trailer use 
VetEnt- Sponsorship through their drench sale

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY PERMISSION SLIP  
Friday 23rd August   Kaitieke School, departing at 9.00am  

Please hand this in by this Friday 
 

Family name _________________________ 

 

My child / ren  _______________________  may attend the Mountain Schools Cross Country at Kaitieke 

School 

 

ADULT HELP 

YES / NO I can stay and support all day  
 
TRANSPORT 

We will need several cars for this trip.    

 

YES / NO I can provide smoke-free, and seat-belted transport for ______ (write number) children, in a 

registered and warranted vehicle that will be driven by a fully licensed driver who adheres to all traffic 

regulations.  I understand that I will need to stay for the whole event if I am providing transport for 

children.  (Note, drivers will be paid some money to go towards their petrol costs.) 

 

YES  /  NO I will be sending a booster seat for my child.   

(Note by law children under 7 must be in a booster seat) 

 

Name of driver _______________________                         Signed ____________________ 


