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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK / WHAKATAUKĪ 
“Death is but crossing the world, as friends do the 
seas; they live in one another still.” William Penn 
 
DATES TO NOTE 

3rd June King’s Birthday Holiday 

4th June Teacher- Only Day- school closed 

7th June Bike-a-thon 

13th June Yr1-4 Interschool Soccer  

14th June Yr5-8 Interschool Soccer 

21st June Crazy Hair Day 

26th June Hāngī 

28th June Matariki 

2nd July  
Assembly 

Parent- Teacher Interviews 

4th July School Board Hui 7pm 

5th July 
Bike Day 

Last Day of Term 2 – Mufti Day 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 
With sadness we acknowledge the recent death 
of Bill Erni, Karen’s husband. For our new 
families, Karen is our office manager. Our 
thoughts and love go to Karen and her family at 
this time.  

SCHOOL CLOSURE THURSDAY 12:00 
As all of the staff will be  attending the funeral of 
Bill Erni, we will have to close the school at 12:00. 
on Thursday. Please arrange for your child to be 
picked up from school at midday. 
 I apologise for the inconvenience this may cause 
you, I have tried to get a reliever to cover for the 
afternoon, but there are none available. I hope 
you understand our need to support Karen 
during this time. 
Anyone wanting to attend the funeral, it is at 
1pm at the downstairs lounge of the 
Cosmopolitan Club, Taumarunui. 
 
 

WELCOME TO ŌWHANGO 
We extend a warm welcome to our two new 
families who joined us on Monday- the Leach’s 
and the Hayes, both with two children enrolling 
with us.  

 
Coby and Sheeran Leach are year two, and in 

Kōwhai class 

 
Keira Hayes is in year five, and is in Kahikatea 
class, unfortunately her brother Archer (year 
three) is sick today so did not get his photo 

taken. 
 
A DAY EARLIER 
You may have noticed this Pānui is going out on 
a Tuesday instead of Wednesday, this is because 
Mr Starkey is at the Rural and Remote Schools 
Principal Conference from Wednesday to Friday. 
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FOUR-DAY WEEKEND  
Please note that we are closed on Monday due to 
the King’s Birthday holiday, and Tuesday due to a 
teacher-only day.  
 
NO PANUI NEXT WEEK  
Due to the long weekend, there will be no 
newsletter next week. 
 
CLASSROOM KŌRERO - Kōwhai Class 
Kōwhai Class have been working on reading and 
writing digraphs, that’s single sounds written 
with 2 letters, like ck, sh, ch and th to read 
sentences like “Pip has fish and chips in her 
lunchbox”. We have been learning to identify 
common and proper nouns so that we can 
capitalize proper nouns. In health we are learning 
to keep ourselves safe online and around fires.  
 
Each week we read a picture book rich with 
language and then on Thursday we have some 
hands on learning around that picture book with 
Whaea Jessica. Recently we read Iggy Peck 
Architect. We enjoyed making our own 
structures to learn which shapes were the 
strongest and wrote some great retells. 

 

Iggy Peck was making a castle out of 
nappies. “Pull that castle down!” They had a 
picnic. The bridge collapsed. They made a new 
bridge. The teacher let Iggy make castles. – Eric 

Iggy Peck builds a stack of diapers. He 
built a tower out of chalk. The teacher growled 
him. He had a plan. – Quinn 

Iggy Peck is sad. He wished that he was a 
better kid. Iggy Peck was stuck on an island. Iggy 
Peck had a plan. He told the kids to build a bridge. 
The teacher woke up. – Leiki 

Iggy peck built a nappy tower. The 
teacher growled. He taught the children how to 
build. - Harper 
Kotuku, Ben and Ellie-Rose explore construction 

techniques, which shapes are strongest 

Leiki and Molly compare a square and triangle 
shape for building with 

 
Earlier in the term we learnt about ANZAC Day. 
We had some thoughtful discussions about how 
different people might have different feelings 
about the wars and how we remember those 
that have fallen through ceremonies. 

The poppies are beautiful. Poppies are for 
true soldiers. I will remember the people who died 
in the war. – Jack 

I went to the dawn parade. I am in the 
local newspaper. I saw some army planes fly over 
my grandma’s house. – Molly 

It was sad. Heaps of soldiers died. I wish 
there were no guns when are fighting. Why do we 



 

 

have dawn parades? Because heaps of soldiers 
died. – Jackson 

The boy was wearing a medal. The 
poppies were lying down. The people were at the 
dawn parade. - Indie 
 
Last week we held our Pink Shirt Day. We talked 
about ways to keep our school free from bullying.  

I will say stop and be upstanding. – Ellie-
Rose 

I say no to bullying a Ōwhango School. If I 
see bullying I will tell the teacher. – Ben 

If I see bullying I will say stop and I will say 
to the one that was being bullied, “Hey come and 
play with me.” – Aria 
I will say stop. – Kotuku  
 
As part of our Matariki work, we are learning 
raranga, weaving.  

 
Jack and Harper work on their weaving 

 
Aria, Molly and Ben 

 
MATARIKI HUNGA NUI. MATARIKI, THE 
GATHERER OF PEOPLE. 
During Matariki festivities, people gather 
together to celebrate the passing year and the 
hope of a new bountiful season. This whakataukī 
(proverb) speaks to us about the gathering of 
people during Matariki. 
Nau mai, haere mai e te whanau o Ōwhango 
School. We invite you all to come and join us as 
we celebrate the Māori New Year with a 
traditional hāngī. It will be held on Wednesday 
26th June (please note this date differs from the 
date in last week’s pānui) and served at 
approximately 12:30pm. I will be adding 
information into the weekly pānui when needed, 
but for now save the date!  
Thank you to those that have already put their 
hand up to tautoko (support) this kaupapa. I may 
be looking for further offers of assistance closer 
to the date, for both Tuesday 25 June and 
Wednesday 26 June, please and thank you.  
However, as this is a huge learning opportunity 
for our students they will be heavily involved in 
the preparation, cooking and serving of the hāngī 
themselves. 

 
INTERSCHOOL ORIENTEERING 
The year 5-8 students had an excellent day at the 
interschool orienteering event on Friday. This 
event is an excellent way for the children to 
practise their maths skills (map reading) in a 
practical application. It also challenges their 
social skills as many are nervous beforehand, but 
confident at the end. Although they are in a team 
of six, each child has their own, different map to 
follow, and complete in a race against the clock.  
Congratulations to the following people who 
were the fastest to complete their map for their 
year level and gender: 
Aleah Potgieter Map B 62.43 minutes 
Poppy Murtagh Map C 64.4 minutes 
Jonny Marshall Map C 55.06 minutes 
Hazel O’Donnell Map E 61.22 minutes 
Also, congratulations to 

• the year 5 & 6 team Ōwhango Tahi who 
came second place with a total team 
time of 469.12 minutes; members of that 
team were Zurich, Aleah, Poppy, 
Charlotte, Monty, and Zurich (who had to 



 

 

do a second map after his first as we 
were short of a team member). 

• the year 7 & 8 team Ōwhango Whā who 
came fifth with a time of 526.18 minutes; 
members of that team were Freida (who 
also had to run twice), Jamie, Lucas, 
Chanae, and Tilly. 

See some photos below 

 
Boyd, Tahu, Beau, Juan and Soren lining up 

before the start of their race 
 

 
Starting at the start/finish line are Zurich, Aleah, 

Poppy, Charlotte and Monty 

 
Kaelyis-Rae, Hayzin, Jonny, Jack and Mason get 

ready to start 

 
BIKE-A-THON UPDATE 
Next Friday, 7th June,  is our bike-a-thon. Kids can 
bring their bikes to school at 9:00 and ride during 
the playtimes. The bike-a-thon will start at 1:45 
in the Domain. The kids will be riding for 45 
minutes to get as many laps as possible. Please 
come along and cheer them on. We will need 
many hands to help count the kids as they do laps 
at this event. Please be prepared to help - you 
will be given a clipboard and we will add the 
names of kids you know so you can count as they 
do each lap. 
Please return your filled out sponsorship forms 
before the event, so they can be readied for 
collecting the money after the lap count is 
added.  

 
A reminder of the house points you can win by 

participating in the bike-a-thon 
 

INTERSCHOOL SOCCER TOURNAMENT 
The Interschool Seven a Side Soccer Tournament 
is taking place at Cherry Grove in Taumarunui. 
The tournament is split over two days, this is to 
allow for the teams to get more games. 

Year 1-2 / 3-4 Thursday 13th June  
            Year 5-6 / 7-8 Friday 14th June 
This is a compulsory school sports activity, part 
of our PE and Health Curriculum.  We will need 
parent transport and support for this 
tournament and will be most grateful if you could 



 

 

assist with this. Please complete the attached 
permission slip and return it to school so 
planning can proceed.  
 
SKI CAMP 
A reminder that we need everyones permission 
slips in, whether you are coming or not by this 
Friday, so that planning can proceed. Please ask 
if you need another copy to fill out- it was in last 
week’s Pānui. 
 
SKATE PARK PROGRESS 
We have about three or four more weeks of 
work to be done to complete the skate park. 
After that we will need to do some landscaping 
work, such as planting grass on the banks.  

 
Concreting the path around the top of the bowl 

has commenced 

 
The shape of the spine is starting to emerge 

 

Extra-Curricular Sports Notices 
TAUMARUNUI PRIMARY NETBALL 
Week 5 Thursday 30th May 
Court 3  4.20pm  Turaki Koura v Owhango 
Lightning Bolts 
Court 2  5.20pm Owhango Phoenix v Manunui 
Falcons 

 
TAUMARUNUI FUTURE FERNS 
3.45pm- 4.30pm @ Taumarunui Netball Centre, 
Wednesday Nights 
 
THE PRIMARY BASKETBALL COMPETITION 
There are no games this week due to King's 
Birthday Weekend 
 
TAUMARUNUI JUNIOR HOCKEY 
Week 8 Wednesday 29th May 
Please Note - Owhango has 2 makeup games 
this week  
Game 3 - 4.55pm 

Owhango vs Tokirima Hunters 
Game 4 - 5.30pm 

Owhango vs Manunui Magic 
 

Community Notices 
None this week 
 
PAYING BY INTERNET BANKING DETAILS: 
Ōwhango School: Uniform / stationery / sport 
fees pay to 03 0426 0141783 00 
PTA: Fundraisers 030 426 0156205 00 
 
2024 REMAINING TERM DATES 
Term Two- 29th April to 5th July 
Term Three- 22nd July to 27th September 
Term Four- 14th October to 18th December 
Teacher Only Days- 4th June & 25th November 
 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR: 

Duffy Books in Schools: W & C O’Donnell, Doyle 
Valuations, Ōwhango Motors, S & M Ashcroft 
Partnership, Tania and Mark Bramley. 
Firewood- The Petersen’s 
Fern Energy Fuel for Schools Scheme   
Hellers- Free sausages 
Blue Hill Café – Netball sponsorship 
Ōwhango Adventures: Free bus use for trips 
PTA Fundraiser- New World, Silver Fern Farms, 
North Fuels, Balle Brothers 
Silver Fern Farms- Free schnitzel 
Veolia- Free truck and trailer use 
VetEnt- Sponsorship through their drench sales 

 
 
 
 



 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MATARIKI HĀNGĪ 
 

Wednesday 26 June 2024 – Served Lunchtime 12:30 pm 
 

To assist in catering for our Matariki hāngī, we need to know how many adults will be joining us. 
 
Number of adults attending:  
 
Please return to school by Friday 7th June. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TAUMARUNUI INTERSCHOOL SEVEN-A-SIDE SOCCER TOURNAMENT PERMISSION  
Year 1-4 Thursday 13th June;  

Year 5-8 Friday 14th June;  
At the Cherry Grove football fields.  

Departing school at 8:45am, returning before 3:00pm. 
 

Family name ________________________ 
 
My child / ren  _______________________________________  may attend the football tournament. 
 
Signed ___________________________         
 
TRANSPORT 
I can help on this day- please circle:  
   

Year 1-4 Thursday 11th May      Year 5-8 Friday 12th May  
 
Please circle your choice: 
 
YES, I am able to provide smoke free, seat belted transport for ______ children (write number), in a 
registered and warranted vehicle that will be driven by a fully licensed driver who adheres to all traffic 
regulations.  (Note, drivers will be paid some money to go towards their petrol costs.)  
 
YES  /  NO I will be meeting you at the venue in Taumarunui 
 
I will be sending a booster seat for my child     YES  /  NO  
(Note by law children under 7 must be in a booster seat) 
 
I can stay and support all day as a team manager, getting teams to their game and  
subbing kids on and off YES  /  NO  Note that the team managers must come to the briefing at 9:10am 
 
If you are assisting with transport:    Name of driver _______________________ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 


