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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK / WHAKATAUKĪ 
“When you embrace your difference, your DNA, 
your look or heritage or religion or your unusual 
name, that’s when you start to shine.” Bethenny 
Frankel 
DATES TO NOTE 

26th June 

Hāngī 

Reports Issued 

Tackle 5 Rugby Regional Finals 

27th June Skate Park Grand Opening 1:30pm 

28th June Matariki- school closed 

2nd July  
Assembly 2:15pm 

Parent- Teacher Interviews 

4th July School Board Hui 7pm 

5th July 
Bike Day (with the skate park!) 

Last Day of Term 2 – Mufti Day 

22nd July First Day of Term 3 

26th - 30th 
August 

Ski Camp 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Reports 
Reports have been issued today, inside is a form 
for booking a parent interview. Ideally the report 
should have no surprises in it, it should 
accurately reflect your child. If it doesn’t or you 
have questions about what is written, then make 
an appointment to come and discuss this at the 
parent teacher interview, that is what they are 
for. However, if you think the report has clearly 
summed up your child, then an interview is 
optional as the teacher will be just telling you 
what you are already reading. Please note that 
due to the school being closed on Friday, we 
need the parent teacher interview appointment 
sheet back at school tomorrow, so please fill it 
out as soon as you read it. 
The teachers have put a lot of time into these 
reports, using a mix of data from their formal, 
standardised assessments to measure the 
children against where they are expected to be 

for their age, along with observations on what 
the do in the classroom. During the year if we 
have any concerns we will contact you to discuss 
these; we do not wait until reporting time if there 
is something that needs to be addressed. This is 
why I say the report should have no surprises.  
 
CLASSROOM KŌRERO –Kōwhai  Class 
It's been a busy time in Kōwhai over the last 
couple of weeks. We have been learning about 
being Firewise, soccer, being safe online, floating 
and sinking, Zero Waste, Matariki and of course 
reading, writing and maths. We have particularly 
been enjoying buddy reading with the other 
classes in the afternoons. We read the sounds or 
words we have been learning and a book to our 
buddy. Then we can listen to them read us a story 
or play a quiet game together for a few minutes 
until everyone is finished. Our tuakana have been 
great at helping us to practise! 
For Matariki we have been learning about some 
of the many different stories that tell how the 
cluster of stars that form Matariki came to be. 
We know that some stories talk about 7 stars 
while others talk about 9 and that the different 
stars have links to different things. We have been 
creating pepeha kites, writing about our goals, 
wishes and loved ones who have passed.  We 
have also been learning to weave, first with black 
and white paper, and now with wool on a 
cardboard loom.  

               
Paper weaving by Ben and Ellie-Rose 
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Wool weaving by Quinn 

 
and Hunter 

 
MATARIKI HĀNGĪ – Today Wednesday 26 June  
We are very excited about our upcoming hāngī. 
This is on today at 12:30. Here are some photos 
of the seniors preparing the hall and the hāngī.  

 
Lo’i and Hopaea prepare the potatoes 

 
Freida and Chanae get out the chairs 

 
Earl Smith digs the hāngī pit 

 
With help from Olliver and Lucas 

 
SKI CAMP 
Next term we will be sending out more 
information on this. 
 
T42 FUNDRAISER 
We were recently informed that the PTA raised 
$1060 from the T42 multi-sport event. We are 
still waiting for all of the money to come in from 
the bike-a-thon before announcing that. 
 
INTERSCHOOL SOCCER TOURNAMENT Y5-8 
Last Friday, Kahikatea and Rimu class went to 
Cherry Grove and played soccer. The senior class 
only had one team so we all knew who we were 



 

 

playing with. The middle class had two teams. 
We hopped into our cars and headed to the fields 
in town. All of Rimu class games were on fields 
four, five and six but the middle class games were 
only on one field each which was much better so 
they knew where to go at the right time. One of 
the middle class teams did really well and 
managed to get into the semi-finals where they 
played National Park but unfortunately they lost 
but it was a close game- one to nil. The other 
middle class team also did well  but didn't get 
into the semi-finals. The senior class managed to 
win two games, lose two games and tie one. 
Everyone had a handful of games and enjoyed 
buying sweets from the food stand which was 
right next to our tent. I think we were pretty tired 
by the end of the day and were ready to go home 
for the weekend. By Freida Hoban 

 
Lucas controls the ball 

 
Hazel in the goal 

 
Fierce determination on Jack’s face 

 
Mason dribbles 

 
ZERO WASTE 
ZERO WASTE 
This week we have had Vicky from Zero Waste 
Education.  She has spent two - three sessions in 
each class focussing on different learning 
areas.  Kowhai learnt about  Really 
Rubbish,  Totara and Kahikatea learnt 
about Composting, and Rimu learnt 
about Resource Sustainability. 
In Kahikatea we learnt about the importance of 
composting and why we don't put food scraps 
into landfill.  We studied the benefits of 
composting and how to create a compost.  We 
also learnt some pretty amazing facts about 
worms and how they are so beneficial for our 
gardens.  We each made our own worm farm 
which was a lot of fun.  Did you know that if you 
look after your worms, every two months the 
worms in your worm farm will double.  We 
worked out that by the end of two years, we will 
have about 65,000 worms!  They might need a 
slightly bigger home than our 2L milk bottle by 
then. By Whaea Theresa 

 
Hayley and Nico with their worm farms 



 

 

CRAZY HAIR DAY  
We had an excellent turnout for our Crazy Hair 
(and clothes) Day. This day was initiated by a 
child’s request in our suggestion box. See the 
photos below 

 
Kaeylis-Rae’s blobby hair 

 
Jamie had the tallest hair 

 
Molly and Jack went wild and spikey

 
Daithi, Billie, Lila and Elliot 

 
Whaea Siobhan had coke-pouring hair 

 
Monty went gold and Christmassy 

 
Some very happy children (reacting to seeing  

Mr Starkey’s hair) 

 
Mr Starkey’s hair, a beehive 



 

 

BIKE-A-THON UPDATE 
Keep your sponsorship money and forms coming 
in please. We still have a few that have not been 
returned and would like to have this completed 
before the school holidays.  
 
SKATE PARK PROGRESS – OPENING 
TOMORROW 
We are very excited about tomorrow’s skate park 
opening at 1:30pm. There will be ribbon cutting 
ceremony and hopefully the men from J Stone 
Skate Parks, who have built our park will 
demonstrate their skills on their skateboards 
(one of whom is a NZ champion). You are all 
welcome to come and celebrate this exciting 
addition to our community.  

 
The final shape of the park is taking place, once 
the weather warms we will be sewing grass and 

reconfiguring the surrounding area 
 

ASSEMBLY 
We have another assembly on Tuesday 2nd July. 
This will be hosted by Whaea Theresa’s class, 
Kahikatea. It starts at 2:15. All welcome.  
 

Extra-Curricular Sports Notices 
TAUMARUNUI PRIMARY NETBALL 
Thursday 27th June 4.20pm  
Court 2 Owhango Phoenix vs Manunui Falcons 
At this stage, Ōwhango Lightning is not in this 
week's draw.  If this changes, Stacey will let you 
know. 

 
TAUMARUNUI JUNIOR HOCKEY 
Wednesday 26th June - Final week of Junior 
Hockey 2024  
The turf will be open from 3.15pm. There will be 
a fun game at 3.30pm-4pm for coaches, parents 
and players.  Sticks and Bibs all provided.  
1 x Free BBQ Sausage for everyone, from 4pm.  
Prize giving will start at approx. 4.15pm in the 
pavilion. 

Community Notices 
REAP SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES 
See the posters below (please note these fell off 
the page in last week’s Pānui!) 
 
ŌWHANGO COMMUNITY MID WINTER DINNER 
See the poster below. 
 
PAYING BY INTERNET BANKING DETAILS: 
Ōwhango School: Uniform / stationery / sport 
fees pay to 03 0426 0141783 00 
PTA: Fundraisers 030 426 0156205 00 
 
2024 REMAINING TERM DATES 
Term Two- 29th April to 5th July 
Term Three- 22nd July to 27th September 
Term Four- 14th October to 18th December 
Teacher Only Days- 4th June & 25th November 
 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR: 

Duffy Books in Schools: W & C O’Donnell, Doyle 
Valuations, Ōwhango Motors, S & M Ashcroft 
Partnership, Tania and Mark Bramley. 
Firewood- The Petersen’s 
Fern Energy Fuel for Schools Scheme   
Hellers- Free sausages 
Blue Hill Café – Netball sponsorship 
Ōwhango Adventures: Free bus use for trips 
PTA Fundraiser- New World, Silver Fern Farms, 
North Fuels, Balle Brothers 
Silver Fern Farms- Free schnitzel 
Veolia- Free truck and trailer use 
VetEnt- Sponsorship through their drench sales

 
                             
 



 

 

 

 


